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The Creative Twinning Programme

This Brochure showcases the projects that were funded by the 
Creative Twinning programme. It also highlights their results and 
the innovative methodology that originated from the partnerships.

The Creative Twinning (CT) Programme was part of the 
International Cultural Policy 2017-2020 of the Netherlands, 
managed by the International Cultural Policy Unit (ICE) of the Dutch 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in close cooperation with the Ministry 
for Education, Culture and Science (OCW), and was implemented by 
the Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO) from 2018-2021. 

The overall goal of the international cultural policy 2017-2020 of the 
Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) was to contribute to a ‘safer, 
more equitable and sustainable world’. The key objective of this 
policy was to gain ‘more room for the arts to contribute to a safe, 
just, future-proof world’, in other words: for cultural and creative 
projects to contribute to more inclusive societies. 
The artistic projects also partnered multiple organisations, resulting 
in projects that were Creative and Twinning.

The Creative Twinning projects contributed to:

A stronger local cutural 
sector, geared towards 
societal innovation

Increased cultural partici-
pation of (marginalised) 
youths aged 15 to 24

A safer and more sustain-
able way of urban living

Sustainable preservation 
of local cultural heritage

The projects took place in countries bordering the European Union, 
with cultural organisations (Dutch, local and international) working 
together in strategic consortia. Activities spanned many artistic 
disciplines, including using the visual arts, theater, films and 
literature, but also multidisciplinary art forms, design and new 
media. 

This brochure presents the results of the five projects that were 
implemented under the Creative Twinning programme from 2018 to 
2021. It also highlights the innovative methodology that was 
distilled from the deployed activities.
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Quantitative results of CT projects
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The Creative Twinning projects
The CT projects covered a variety of different countries, organisations and artistic disciplines. By using positive interventions, each project 
was able to touch the lives and minds of many youths as they stimulated young participants through different creative means to become 
increasingly involved and active as citizens. This increased open-mindedness and acceptance, which in turn led to more inclusive 
communities. 

RVO awarded five grants to cultural projects that were implemented from 2018 to 2021. 

Museum 15/24 by the Hermitage Museum XXI Century 
Foundation

This project in Russia was aimed to spark youths’ interest in their 
cultural heritage through an innovative online platform – the first 
of its kind. The Hermitage Museum XXI Century Foundation created 
the first online platform to promote Russian heritage 
“Museum15/24” – specifically geared towards a younger audience, 
marrying traditional with more innovative cultural initiatives. The 
project drew more young people to museums – including through 
art therapy for disabled youths. In addition, it contributed to 
knowledge exchange and sharing of good practices between 
museums, schools and scientific institutions throughout the 
country.

The series of seminars “Museums for all: inclusion and working 
with stigma in the Museum space” was organised by the Outsider 
Art Museum in the Netherlands and Russia for museum specialists, 
educators and art-therapists. The seminars attracted a professional 
audience from different Russian cities and regions. It also became a 
part of the International Cultural Forum in Russia in November 
2019, which considerably expanded the coverage of the event. 
Another series of seminars for the Russian specialists was held in 
the spring 2020 at the State Hermitage Museum.

Simultaneously, art-therapists from Russian specialised institutions 
for special needs youths took educational classes developed by a 
specially formed team of professionals. After the theoretical part, 

the specialists visited the museums with the special needs youths -  
a new experience for the youths, as for the specialists. Besides the 
excursions in the museums, young people had a chance to 
participate in different kinds of master-classes. All of these activities 
received very positive feedback. 

According to Zorina Myskova, Project Manager of “Museum 
15/24” (Hermitage Museum XXI Century Foundation,  
St Petersburg): “The State Hermitage Museum is a collective curator, 
observer and platform for the implementation of new museum 
practices. The participants of the programmes are young people, 
museum staff, specialists in museum and art education, art therapy. 
Specially for the project “Museum 15/24” the first online platform in 
Russia was created, containing a unified methodological and 
informational base of educational and exhibition practices.”

Key achievements:
• Over 200 museum professionals and art therapists in Russia were 

trained in Visual Thinking Strategy by specialists from the 
Outsider Art Museum in the Netherlands, an example of inclusive 
museum education.

• The Dutch and Russian partners shared their educational material 
on Museum1524.com, an online platform for art education 
programs, and a first for Russia, accessible to museums and 
educational institutions worldwide. 
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Music Connects by Musicians without Borders

The project name Music Connects is self-explanatory, and it lived up 
to its name. Playing and listening to music contributed to social 
connection, inclusion and mobility in Kosovo and Macedonia. 
Implemented by Musicians without Borders in Kosovo and 
Macedonia, the project recreated a shared urban youth culture 
between different ethnic groups through rock music. They 
developed an innovative approach for activating young people 
through state-of-the-art rock music education, production and 
promotion, with young musicians leading the way. 

Several interesting examples show us how the Music Connects 
project contributed to more inclusivity. When musicians with 
different identities, personalities, tastes and backgrounds form 
a band, they create something completely new together. A 
band forms a whole new identity by itself. In addition ánd in 
contrast with many other inter-ethnic NGO-led activities, 
participants in Music Connects declared that enjoying fun 
activities together allowed them to be at their most relaxed. 
They felt secure and were confident that they could be 
themselves, facilitating friendship across ethnic lines and 
experiencing an expansion of their understanding of what is 
'normal'.

Key achievements: 
• Concerts and recordings brought new people to the programme 

and spread its message of connection, and built connections and 
ties, with some participants going on to form independent 
friendships.

• Incrementally and increasingly, connecting, cooperating, and 
collaborating across difference became a normal part of life for 
participants. These values and norms remained even after the 
project.

Musicians without Borders performance Mitrovica Rock School Kosovo
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Room for Everyone by HIVOS Foundation

The HIVOS foundation initiated a creative digital platform for young 
people and their peers in North Africa in order to promote creativ-
ity. The project engaged diverse groups of youths from marginalised 
neighbourhoods to use of art, media and technology for self-
expression. The project aimed to trigger creative energy, enhance 
critical thinking and teach skills beyond formal education. This 
helped the participants to cooperate and co-create, appreciate 
diversity and take responsibility for their own actions. 

The organisers were enthusiastic about the programme and its 
results. The project aimed to trigger self expression is not self 
evident but does contribute to more resilient societies. 

According to a Programme Officer: “It is only due to personal 
choices and strong resilience that our local partners working with 
young creatives can still work and produce their art.” A local partner 
added: “Our activities provided a unique experience for youth to 
discover new ways to express their ideas and dreams using technology 
and arts. The activities gave young girls and boys the chance to meet, 
make new friendships and learn new skills in a fun and encouraging 
atmosphere that fosters new experiences and discovering new 
abilities. We organised different workshops of sound, video, music, 
theatre and dance, handicrafts, sports and making.”

The Dutch Playful Learning Expert, who organised a gamification 
workshop, explained: “It took a steep learning curve to get beginners 
to make a self-designed ludodidactic prototype in five days. Although 
we generally succeed to inspire almost all participants to produce a 
playable prototype, participants often indicate that they would have 
appreciated more time, that the programme is very intensive, and 
there is little time for reflection, but that they would want to do even 
more. Nevertheless, the vast majority - given the limitations – is very 
satisfied with the yield and the impact the course has on their own 
thinking and working methods.”

Key achievements:
• Youths developed games with Dutch gamification expertise, 

changing fixed attitudes along the way.
• Participants were able to express themselves better, thanks to 

skillsets taught during the workshops. 
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ACT! by Masterpeace

Masterpeace developed multidisciplinary cultural programmes in 
the Netherlands and used their methods in Bosnia Herzegovina, 
Albania, Georgia and Morocco. These formats included music, walls 
of connection, storytelling and summits. Local role models and 
storytelling ambassadors were selected and trained to contribute to 
a sustainable future with less conflict and transformation of local 
social ecosystems. They were able to realise a change in attitudes 
among 50,000 young people. 

Project highlights:

In Morocco, "Walls of Connection" were set up in the small town of 
Zagora.  The project “Dar Lakbila” consisted of 7 major murals  that 
were painted on the town's 400 year old fortifications. Walls of 
Connection bring people together by showing the importance of art 

and creating opportunities for dialogue. Initially these walls 
intended to separate communities, neighborhoods, cities or even 
countries. Painting these murals brought the local community 
together in a creative process, and even brought out women to join 
painting activities - a first within the city. Each mural represents a 
cultural value, old profession or tradition.

According to one of the female participants: “I walk here every 
day, and I never imaged I could put my touch on my own city walls. 
Because I participated in the past African Youth Leadership Summit 
which was also organised by ACT, I got to know about their plans,  
I was able to join.”

Zagora Walls of Change 
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In Albania, ACT! created a Time Capsule in two different cities. In 
this capsule, all the stories of the participants in the cities of Tirana 
and Pogradec. It will be opened in ten years time, in order to give 
insights into current daily life. The youngsters who recorded the 
videos that made up the time capsule were aged between 15 and 30 
years, and included high school students, university students, 
activists and artists from marginalised groups. Creating the time 
capsule made the participants self-reflect and place their respective 
lives in historical perspective.

The time capsule was handed to the current mayor of Tirana, who 
enthusiastically received the gift and complimented the creativity of 
the idea, and promised that it will be saved by the municipality and 
opened in March 2031 by the next mayor of Tirana.

Key achievements:
• In Albania, a street artist obtained his first assignment with the 

team during the first ACT! Walls of Connection, and is now a 
well-recognised artist in the country. He has been commissioned 
by the municipality of Tirana to create artwork for the city.

• Youth from Mostar Rock School learnt a lot from their joint 
workshop and performance with Van Velzen and local artist Mara. 
New skills contributed to improved musical performance and 
were followed by paid music gigs for the participants. 

Time Capsule Albania 
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Youth Artivists for change by Art 1 Foundation

This project crossed many country borders: Art 1 Foundation worked 
in Serbia, Kosovo, Macedonia and Albania. The Art 1 Foundation 
was able to address issues of gender equality, LGBTIQ+ rights and 
create safe art spaces. The project activities contributed to connect-
ing young people with different cultural backgrounds. Youth 
Artivists for Change inspired a new generation of filmmakers in the 
Balkans region, notably by awarding the Impact Your Doc Grant for 
storytelling centered on human rights and LGBTIQ+ rights. The 
project not only transformed the ways of thinking of young artists, 
but also stimulated the audiences to open their minds.

Safe spaces are a well-known concept. It should be noted, 
however, that the use of a safe space has to be put in a bigger 
context. As an exclusive place, it is not an end in itself but a 
starting point. A safe space is generally understood to be a 
closed off space, to protect against an otherwise hostile 
external environment. It is a stepping stone towards the aim of 
creating a safer space, which means that an existing space 
becomes safer, and that other people are welcome to join. The 
safer space is more open and has the capacity to expand into 
wider society: ultimately to feel safer in other places as well, to 
expand existing places to feel safe and to grow into other 
spaces, movies, language and so on. 

22-year-old filmmaker Milica Spasojevic spoke about her film 
project ‘Animus’: “Animus” is a coming-of-age movie with a twist. I 
wanted to combine different genres into one, and in this case, the 
result is a comedy with a lot of drama, intertwined with a series of 
action sequences. I explore why it’s important for everyone to celebrate 
their masculine and feminine energy equally, and how embracing 
both – and feeling everything that comes from doing so – can give you 
the wisdom to make better decisions. In this respect, I believe that art 
in general, and films specifically, play a key role for mankind. It’s a 
medium through which artists and thinkers can share ideas on 
diversity and education, spreading new points of view to increasingly 
wide audiences.”

Key achievements: 
• Storytelling workshops increased self-expression, which led to 

better understanding of others and more inclusive societies 
• Human rights workshops gave the participants insights into 

rights of minorities, including LGBTIQ+, leading to more 
inclusivity

Poster Skopje Film Festival Art 1
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Contribution of the CT projects to inclusivity

The monitoring and evaluation of the projects led to new insights. 
Throughout the implementation it became clear which approaches 
served the overarching goals and rendered the desired results. 
Moreover, the projects contributed to developing methodology and 
ideas for effective approaches to inclusivity. RVO and the project 
partners constructed pathways of change together, which show how 
projects were able to make a lasting impact on creating more 
inclusive societies by transforming participants’ attitudes. The 
generalised pathway, shows how small contributions can lead to 
societal change and more inclusive societies. The active mechanism,  

on the right, demonstrates specific ways that projects contributed 
to the overarching goal. 

These pathways of change illustrate that improved skills, knowledge 
and competencies aided mental resilience and personal develop-
ment. The pathways helped empower marginalised groups and 
transform attitudes of participants, including local institutions, 
schools, and parents. This, in turn, contributed to more open-
mindedness and acceptance of marginalised groups in broader 
society, and thus inclusivity at large. 

Change Pathway
(‘How did change happen?’)

• More open-mindedness and acceptance of 
multicultural and inclusive communities

• Transformed attitudes between local majority
and minority groups

• Empowered youngsters actively
participate in social change

• Youngsters acquire knowledge, skills
and competencies

Active mechanisms
(‘What made change possible?’)

• Mixed music groups
• Active use of (e.g. female. LGBTQI) role models
•  Active use of social media
• Continued support from international community
• Dialogue
• Digital platforms
• Positive media attention
• Training and expertise
• Cooperation and collaboration between partner

organisations
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Lasting effects

Various elements of CT projects created lasting effects in the project 
countries: 
• Continued use of tools, products and spaces, such as online 

platforms, (arts) handbooks, creative spaces;
• Strong personal relationships were forged, demonstrated by 

music groups that continued, members became friends, and 
parents acquainted, leading to increased acceptance of different 
social groups; 

• Lasting organisational partnerships were established; 
• Deepened individual inspiration and empowerment, life-skills 

acquired; 
• Increased professionalism through train-the-trainers approach; 
• Strengthened human rights awareness and policy advocacy skills 

by Civil Society Organisations and individual persons; 
• Continued involvement of target groups in wider society, through 

(youth-) boards or social media, and engagement in particular 
societal challenges and change. 

Conclusion

The Creative Twinning programme was successful in a myriad of 
ways, highlighting Dutch expertise, strengthening civic empower-
ment, and contributing to more inclusive societies – while bridging 
divides along the way, through strengthened partnerships that have 
proved to last. The longevity of the projects has in turn led to more 
recognition of the Dutch approach regarding partnerships, while 
employing cultural projects. Bolstering the self-expression of those 
part of marginalised groups has shown to have contributed to 
increased awareness and inclusivity. 

In conclusion, the Creative Twinning programme has closed and a 
new international cultural policy has been implemented by the 
Ministry of Foreign affairs as of 2021. The CT initiative has proven 
the effectiveness of the innovative Dutch approach to use culture to 
promote inclusivity of youth and marginalised groups in many 
cultural fields, including music, LGBTIQ+, peace, museum and 
critical thinking. The good results did not go unnoticed: other 
donors have undertaken similar projects or funded the continua-
tion of CT projects, such as Art1 Foundation and Masterpeace in 
Albania and of Musicians without Borders in Kosovo. The increased 
trust and dialogue between the Netherlands and organisations in 
project countries have had an impact which will benefit the target 
audiences for years to come. 



15 | Creative Twinning

This is a publication of:

Netherlands Enterprise Agency
Prinses Beatrixlaan 2
PO Box 93144 | 2509 AC The Hague
T +31 (0) 88 042 42 42
E klantcontact@rvo.nl
www.rvo.nl

This publication was commissioned by the ministry of Foreign Affairs.

© Netherlands Enterprise Agency | December 2021

Publication number: RVO-228-2021/BR-DUZA

NL Enterprise Agency is a department of the Dutch ministry of Economic Affairs 
and Climate Policy that implements government policy for agricultural, 
sustainability, innovation, and international business and cooperation. NL 
Enterprise Agency is the contact point for businesses, educational institutions 
and government bodies for information and advice, financing, networking and 
regulatory matters.

Netherlands Enterprise Agency is part of the ministry of Economic Affairs and 
Climate Policy.


	The Creative Twinning Programme
	Quantitative results of CT projects
	The Creative Twinning projects
	Museum 15/24 by the Hermitage Museum XXI Century Foundation
	Music Connects by Musicians without Borders
	Room for Everyone by HIVOS Foundation
	ACT! by Masterpeace
	Youth Artivists for change by Art 1 Foundation

	Contribution of the CT projects to inclusivity
	Lasting effects
	Conclusion



Toegankelijkheidsrapport


		Bestandsnaam: 

		73402_RVO_Creative Twinning ENG-PH682_TG.pdf




		Rapport gemaakt door: 

		Lars

		Bedrijf: 

		




 [Persoonlijke gegevens en bedrijfsgegevens van het dialoogvenster Voorkeuren > Identiteit.]


Overzicht


Er zijn geen problemen aangetroffen in dit document.


		Handmatige controle vereist: 0

		Goedgekeurd na handmatige controle: 2

		Afgekeurd na handmatige controle: 0

		Overgeslagen: 0

		Goedgekeurd: 30

		Mislukt: 0




Gedetailleerd rapport


		Document



		Naam van regel		Status		Beschrijving

		Machtigingsmarkering voor toegankelijkheid		Goedgekeurd		De markering voor toegankelijkheid moet worden ingesteld

		PDF-bestand met alleen afbeeldingen		Goedgekeurd		Document is geen PDF-bestand dat alleen bestaat uit een afbeelding

		PDF-bestand met codes		Goedgekeurd		Document is PDF-bestand met codes

		Logische leesvolgorde		Goedgekeurd na handmatige controle		Documentstructuur biedt een logische leesvolgorde

		Primaire taal		Goedgekeurd		De teksttaal is opgegeven

		Titel		Goedgekeurd		Documenttitel wordt weergegeven in de titelbalk

		Bladwijzers		Goedgekeurd		Bladwijzers aanwezig in grote documenten

		Kleurcontrast		Goedgekeurd na handmatige controle		Document bevat correcte kleurcontrasten

		Pagina-inhoud



		Naam van regel		Status		Beschrijving

		Gecodeerde inhoud		Goedgekeurd		Alle pagina-inhoud bevat code

		Gecodeerde annotaties		Goedgekeurd		Alle annotaties bevatten code

		Tabvolgorde		Goedgekeurd		Tabvolgorde is consistent met structuurvolgorde

		Tekencodering		Goedgekeurd		Er is een betrouwbare tekencodering

		Gecodeerde multimedia		Goedgekeurd		Alle multimediaobjecten bevatten code

		Schermflikkering		Goedgekeurd		Pagina veroorzaakt geen schermflikkering

		Scripts		Goedgekeurd		Geen ontoegankelijke scripts

		Reacties met tijdslimiet		Goedgekeurd		Pagina vereist geen reacties met tijdslimiet

		Navigatiekoppelingen		Goedgekeurd		Navigatiekoppelingen zijn niet herhaald

		Formulieren



		Naam van regel		Status		Beschrijving

		Gecodeerde formuliervelden		Goedgekeurd		Alle formuliervelden bevatten code

		Veldomschrijvingen		Goedgekeurd		Alle formuliervelden hebben een omschrijving

		Alternatieve tekst



		Naam van regel		Status		Beschrijving

		Alternatieve tekst voor figuren		Goedgekeurd		Alternatieve tekst vereist voor figuren

		Geneste alternatieve tekst		Goedgekeurd		Alternatieve tekst die nooit zal worden gelezen

		Gekoppeld aan inhoud		Goedgekeurd		Alternatieve tekst moet zijn gekoppeld aan inhoud

		Annotatie wordt verborgen		Goedgekeurd		Alternatieve tekst mag de annotatie niet verbergen

		Alternatieve tekst voor overige elementen		Goedgekeurd		Overige elementen die alternatieve tekst vereisen

		Tabellen



		Naam van regel		Status		Beschrijving

		Rijen		Goedgekeurd		TR moet een onderliggend item van Table, THead, TBody of Tfoot zijn

		TH en TD		Goedgekeurd		TH en TD moeten onderliggende items zijn van TR

		Koppen		Goedgekeurd		Tabellen moeten koppen bevatten

		Regelmaat		Goedgekeurd		Tabellen moeten hetzelfde aantal kolommen per rij bevatten en hetzelfde aantal rijen per kolom

		Overzicht		Goedgekeurd		Tabellen moeten een samenvatting bevatten

		Lijsten



		Naam van regel		Status		Beschrijving

		Lijstitems		Goedgekeurd		LI moet een onderliggend item van L zijn

		Lbl en LBody		Goedgekeurd		Lbl en LBody moeten onderliggende items van LI zijn

		Koppen



		Naam van regel		Status		Beschrijving

		Juiste insluiting via nesting		Goedgekeurd		Juiste insluiting via nesting






Terug naar boven
